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the Pious had led over the mountains. Henceforth the
province was ruled by the Counts of Barcelona, as
representatives of the Frankish kings.* This movement
continued, and the Moors were gradually driven towards
the south ; the kingdoms of Leon, Xavarre, Aragon, and
Castile were successively established, but, about the
middle of the eleventh century, the two former king-
doms were absorbed by the latter, and henceforth the his-
tory of Christian Spain centred round the two States of
Castile and Aragon. The formation of these two great
Christian States was contemporaneous with a disruption
of the Mussulman power. Until the latter half of the
thirteenth century these States carried on a crusade
against the Moors, but it then came to a sudden stand-
still, and the latter were allowed to retain possession of
Granada for more than two centuries.f

By the marriage of Ferdinand of Aragon with Isabella
of Castile, in 1469, the history of Spain as a united State
commences. It is not the object of the present work to^

* Charlemagne having- conquered a     that on the 17th February, 1294, Kins:
considerable part of Spain adjacent to     Edward granted safe-conduct to the
the Pyrensean mountains, appointed a     merchants of Spain and Portugal, to
governor who had his residence at     last only till the middle of October, on
Barcelona. About the year 900 the     condition that the Kings of Spain and
Governor of Barcelona made himself     Portugal should act in the same
independent of Charles the Simple,     manner to his subjects; and in No-
King of France; and his successors,     vember, 1317, a grant was made to the
the Counts of Barcelona, appear to     merchants of certain towns in Spain
have given much attention to the     exempting them from liability for the
manufacturing and commercial in-     debts or crimes of the people of any
terests of their subjects. In the year     other kingdom or province in Spain.
1068 the usages, or customary laws, of     In 1325 King Edward, being very de-
Barcelona were collected into a code,     sirous to obtain the friendship of the
and according to one of these laws all     King- of Castile, to support him in the
vessels arriving at, or sailing from,     war with which he was threatened by
Barcelona were assured of friendly     France, granted to all the nobles,
treatment; and they were declared to     merchants, masters of ships, mariners,
be under the protection of the Prince     and other subjects of that Kingr, per-
so long as they were upon the coast of    mission to trade freely in his British
Catalonia. This judicious arid hos-     and French dominions; and in. order
pitable law was confirmed and ampli-     further to gratify the Spanish King, he
tied by his successors, the Kings of     promised that his subjects should not
Aragon, in the years 1283. 1289, and     be liable to arrest for any matters for-
1299.                                                      merly in dispute. In November, 1430,

f That there existed a regular trade     an agreement of mutual free trade

between the peninsula and England    was concluded between England and

at an early date is clear from the fact     Castile.